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and part of the mine in which the acci-
dent occurred had to be closed up until
the inspector could get there. That pre-
vented development work being carried on
in that mine. As to inquests on mining
fatalities, I think special instructions
should be issued that the inspector of
mines should be present at such inquests
and have the power toi call witnesses 'and
examine them, also that the representa-
tives of the workers should be permitted
to attend inquests.

MR. MokNss: They are flow.
MR. GREGORY: ]Under what pro-

visionP
MR. MonceANs: There is no objection

to the representative of the workers
attending the inquest.

Mn. GREGORY: They have not the
righit to attend, and I shall give notice
that we give that permission to attend
such inquests, I again congratulate the
Minister in bringing forward the Bill so
quicly, and I hope when we are in
Committee we shall be able to deal satis-
factorily with the various amendments.
There are 60 or 70 amendments of
which notice has been given, and it makes
it quite difficult to understand the amend-
ments when considering them with the
original measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE pro forrnd.
Amendments proposed and adopted

pro form 4, for the purpose of being
printed in the Bill before discussion.

Bill reported with amendments.
Ordered, that the Bill be re-printed

with the amendments.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-12 p.m.,

until the next day.

k~t 4IstIatzb Ve I&nuncif,

Thursday, 14th September, 1899.

Motion; Reports on Properties by Imperial or Colonial
Officinls 1Ruling on point of order-Rural Lands
improvement Hill, second reatding (inotion with-
drawn) -Permanent Reserves Bill, in Committee,
Clauses 2 to end, reperted-Adjonrunient.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-3O o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

MOTION-REPORTS ON PROPERTIES BY
ImPERIAL OR COLONIAL OFFICIALS.

Hox. F. M. STONE moved:
i. That, in the opinion of this Hfouse, it is

undesirable that officials of the Imperial Gov-
ernment stationed in Western Australia, or of
the Colonial Government should be per-
mitted to report on mining or other properties
for the benefit of public conmpanies or private
persons. 2. That the Government be requested
to transmit the foregoinag resolution to the
Right Honourable the Secretary of State for
the Colonies.
He said: I may say I move this resolu-
tion with extreme regret, because I shall
have to refer to a gentleman holding the
highest position in this colony, and per-
haps I shall have to miake some remarks
on what he has put his name to, which
possibly may be somewhat strong.
What has induaced me to bring forward
this motion is that Sir Gerard Smith
has reported on a. mining property in
this colony belonging to the Peak Hill
Goldields Company, Limited. That re-
port has been published in the news-
papers of this colony, and that report has
been read at a meeting of shareholders.
It appears to my mind-and I think
hon. gentlemen will agree with me when
they have heard me read that report--
that the gentleman to whom it was ad-
dressed obtained it for the purpose of
influencing the share market in London
with reference to shares held in that
Company. I need not detain the House
further, but will pat members in posses-
sion of the report to which I refer. It is
addressed " Government House, Perth,
June 30, 1899," and is as follows.

Dear Mr. Darlington Siinpson,-L under-
stand that you are shortly leaving for Eng-
land, and on your a~rrival will doubtless meet
your colleagues on the directorate of the Peak
Hill Goldfields Company, Limited. It may
interest them, and possibly somne of your larger
shareholders, to hear my opinion on the posi-

Mines Regulation Bill. r14 SEPTEMDER, 1899.]



1292 Reports on Properties [CUILbyOfias

tion and Prospects of your company, from thle
point of view of one who has little or no
scientific knowledge, hb who is able to form
a public opinion based upon some experience
Of the differenlt goldfields, and Very manly Of
the different minies of this colony. I am only
ahie to state what I sawr with icy ewn eyes,
and t. set down incontrovertible facts, from
which all can form their own judgment,
The Peak Bill Goldfields property presents
features. entirely different from any which
I have yet seen throughout the colonies,.
It is situated on a high tableland some hun-
dar.ls of feet above son level, and is approachled
from below the high ground, or, more strictly,
the range of hills on which it stands, by an
acicent rather steep and rocky in parts, but onl
the whole of a gradual character, and in length
about four mites. The saene on arriving on
thle tabh'land seemed to me one of groat in-
tereqt. Corning from a country below, doubt-
legs airiferous in character, but one which is
at present without visible signs of any gold-
mining i ndutstry, the visitor is confronted with
a wide pAin over which at frequent intervals
is spread (in the form of disused shafts aind
thre dumps surrounding them) ample evidence
of the industry which has been employed by
the first prospectors and occupiers to prove
the existence of gold over the entire surface
of the plain, wh ich .I sho uld estimate as nearly
three-quarters; of a mile in length. Standing
at your general manager's residence, about
centrally situatedt on one side of the company Is
property, the appearance of thle plain is that
of a basin-like formatjon-a shallow one-that
is to say, with a. very gradual and not deeply-
markvd depression within the centre of it,
where0 your main shaft poppet heads are now
situated. So far as tho inateriaml forming thle
suirface of the ground is conerned, it seemed
to mo. composed of a dark bro-wnishi-rod formua-
tion, having many of the chatracteris tics with
which we are all so famnilir in thle gold dis-
tricts inmmedately round Kalgoorlic, and from
the numerous places in which this is exposed
ini tire old shaft workings before tilluded to,
and in other ways, the visitor is able to
see for himself that it is fairly even spread
over the whole plain in a varying thick-
ness of from aft. to 4ft. I went round
many of these dumps, and found that they
WeIre uniforumly of this character. Mosli
of the. material, especially Where it has
b_-oa for some mnonths exposed to aLir, is easily
crushed ini the hand, and in the great majority
of cases, whenk bein g subjoct to such treatment.
leaves traces of fine cold visible. I am not
competent to enter upon any description of
the workings underground, but having by
your courtesy de icended the shaft on the only
lease, out of 24, on which active operations are
procet'tiug I can say with certainty that no-
where where I weut was there wanting abun-
dant evidence that your mine is phenonsenally
rich in gold from the surface down to the
lowest depth of 220ft., to which I was taken.

Haring been invited to endeavouir to extract
sine free ?'olil froml the walls or faces, not at

1any spot indicated to me, but at any place I
Imight select, I can only say that at each one
Iof four places, widely separated from each
other, upon which I experimented as an ama,-
teur miner, I was rewarded by extriardinary

Ieuts in thle massive lumps of gold I ex-
trced from the kaolin formation. It was

interesting to note that ait the lower level this
kaolin, in lieu of being of the varied colours;
which I have mentioned as evident on the
surface, presented either a pure white or soft
cream-coloured appearance, and was inter-
spersed with bands of quartz easily dislodged,
and which in their turn may be said to bare
been hung together with solid gold. If all the
company's leases, or even a. percentage of
them, contain the same anriferous formation
as that upon which you are now engaged-and
the surface indications seem to point that way
-tile ultimate value of the company's prop-
erty cannot be estimated upon any reasonable
basis. One thinga that struck me very forcibly
was the facility and consequent economy of
working which must attend your operations
in sUch material as what I saw, ompared
with the many other more dense and mnore
refractory formations throughout Western
Australia. Passing now to the battery site
and its appliances, I may say I have seen
scores-I might say almost hundreds-

10K. k1 S. HAYNRS: There are not
"hundreds " in the colony.

HONq. F. hi. STONE (continuing):

-hundreds of batteries in this colony, but
none that have appeared to me more fully
equipped or better adapted to fulfil the object
for which it was designed. As far ats the build-
ings, machinery, workshops, etc., are concerned,
and the care and cleanliness evident in all its
surroundings, it was in marked cont mst to the
condition of many batteries that I have in-

pspected in this colony. YouA seem to have an
ample supply of water, and if the present
source should fail you, which is unlikely, you
have other resources. to fall back upon. I can-
net close this brief account of my interesting
visit to Peak HiUl without tendering to you,
as chairman of the company, and to all your
officers, my thanks for your courtesy in afford-
ing me full facilities for forming an independ-

Ient judgment on the merits of your property.
I presume it is needless to remind you that I
have, no interests whatever in the property of
your company. I ame only interested to know
and believe that the Peak Hill Company is
destined to add very largely to the source of
the wealth and general prosperity of the colony
and, though you will join me in the hope that

Iyour company may be continuous and inereas-
ing, I can hardly expect that you will share

*with me yet another aspiration, namely, that
time may show that there are a dozen more
Peak Hills in Western Australia, if I am
able again to visit the property, I shall expect
to find that, by the aid of your excellent staff,
all (from the general manager downward) men
of exceptional energy and experience, your
operations will have greatly enlarged in scope,
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and that the brilliant prospects before you
have been abundantly fulfiled.-With best
wishes, I am, very truly yours (Signed) On.-
A75D SMITH.

HOw. A. G. JENKINs: Are the letters
" i.E." thereP

How. F. Xe. STONE:. Any honl. mem-
ber who has had experience of mining
companies, and has seen expert reports
on which properties have been soldand
on which shares have often fluctuated,
will agree with me that what I have
read is an excellent report, so far as a

ninng expert is concerned.
HoN. F. T. CROWDER: This mine is

not going to be floated or sold.
How. iR.S. HAYNEs:- But the public

are.
HoN. F. M, STONE: I was coming to

that, and the interjection of Mr. Rayines
has just taken the words out of my
mouth. When a letter like that is read
at a shareholders' meeting, the public
will be guld into buying shares in the
company, and it is unfortunate, very
unfortunate, that a gentleman holding
the position of Sir Gerard Smith in this
colony should have 'been dragged into
writing such a letter, which may perhaps
have disastrous effects.

Hoa. F. T. CROWDER: What do you
mean by " Idragged" ?

HON. F. MW. STONE: The hon. mem-
ber asks, what do I mean by " dragged ";
but anyone who knows the gentleman, or
those gentlemen who are connected with
the Peak Hill comnpany, will know what
Imean.

Flow. F. T, CROWDER : I do not; I
would like to know.

How. F. M. STONE:, The hon. mem-
ber would like to know, and I am sorry
he does not, but p)erhaps; he will live and
learn. Many of us do know those who
are connected with the company, and I
am sorry to find that Sir Gerard Smith
has been associated with a lot of adven-
turer's. I use that word adv-isedly, because
it is known in this colony how this mine
has been worked, and it is with extreme
regret that I have had to -use the lan-
gage which I am now using. Still I
think it is my duty, and I think it is the
duty of the House, when a gentleman in
such a high position as Sir Gerard Smith
puts his pen to such a report as that-a
report -which goes forth to the world
stamped with the stamp of Government

House, and the name of the Government
-it is our duty, with no uncertain voice,
to say that we will not, so far as -we are
concerned, allow such proceedings to take
place. Even if it were the case of an
official in a lower position, I feel sure the
House would condemn his action.

HON. R. S. HFlqmEa: Hear, hear.
ROw. F. M. STONE: Whiether the

official be in the Imperial service or in
the Colonial service, the House will as-
sert the principle that such officials shall
not be allowed to make reports of this
nature.

floN. F. T. CROWDER: The principle
may he all right; but you. should not
have dragged in the Governor's name.
HO. F. M. STONE: It is with ex-

treme regret that I feel obliged to drag
in the name of Sir Gerard Smith ; but if
Sir Gerard Smith had not put his namle
to this report, there would have been no
necessity to drag his name into the dis-
cuission. I hlave thought this matter
over, and I could not have brought it
before the House without bringing in the
name of Sir Gerard Smith. I was obliged
to read the report to show to hon.
members the reason which induced me
to bring forward the motion; otherwise
lion. members would have been comn-
pletely in thle dark. I could have referred
to this report in a vague manner, and
Without reading the whole of it, but I
do not think that such a course would
have been right in s ubmitting this motion;
and, having brought the motion forward,
I take the responsibility on myself of
having had unfortunately to refer to the
name of Sir Gerard Smith. I cannot see
how the House can vote against the prin-
ciple of the motion; indeed, I think hon.
members are bound to vote in favour of
it.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
see that.

HObN. U. S. HAYNES: NO; the Mlini&i-
ters do not. They have done it before,
themselves.

HON. F. M. STONE:. I regret to hear
the remark of the leader for the Govern-
nient, becausec we have had unfortunate
transactions in the past w;%here officials
have reported on mines --

HON. R. S. HAYNEs: And have after-
wards taken billets with the companies.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : Those
were experts.
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HoN. F. MI. STONE:- I do not care
whether they were experts or not; their
reports were " ear-mark-ed" by the Govern-
went stamp, even in this very case.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES:- I have previously
had the subject before the House.

HON. F. Mt. STONE: I regret to hear
the leader of the House say there is no
principle in the matter.

Hon. F. T. CROWDER: The leader of
the House is quite right, too.

fON. F. it. STONE: If we are to
allow Government officials. to report on
what may turn out afterwards to be a
swindle, th Government become a party
to the swindle; and by allowing these
reports to bear the Government official
mark, become a party to inducing people
to believe that the Government have
authorised the official to report and
that the Government agree with the, re-
port made. Leaving outside the question
altogether the unfortunate letter I have
read, no hon. member can object to the
wording of the motion.

Hon. F. T. CROWDER: I do not object
to that but you brought in the Gov-
ernor's name, and that is what I object
to.

How. F. Mt. STONE: The hon. Diem-
her will have an opportunity of speaking,
and perhaps lie will give us reasons for'
objecting to the name of the Governor
being brought mn.

THE PRESIDENT: The Governor's name
cannot be broug-ht into the debate in the
way in which it is being brought in. The
hon. member must speak to the motion
before the House.

HON. F. it. STONE: I spoke of Sir
Gerard Smith, and it was Mr. Crowder
who referred to the name of the Governor.
I have piuposely kept the Governor's
name out of the discussion, and have
only Spoken of a high official in the
colony, and of Sir Gerard Smith. Through
this letter being read at a meeting of
shareholders and published, the name of
a high official is being dragged through
the mud.

How. F. T, Cutownnn: What is the
"mud " the name has been dragged

through ?
HON. F. Mt. STONE: The "mud" is

the association of this high official with a
lot of mining adventurers in a, mining
speculation.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: It is the best
mine in the colony.

How. F. it. STONE: I feel sure none
of us who highly respect the office of this
official like to see what I have described,
and I trust this is the last time
this or any other colony will see
such a proceeding. I do not propose
to say anything mnore on the subject.
I regret extremely I have felt it my
duty to refer to the name of Sir
Gerard Smith; but there it is, and it
has go-ne forth to the -world. It has been
placed before the Shareholders' meeting,
and influencing the Shares, as it must have
done, I should have been Wanting in my
duty to the colony and to this House if
I did not submit the motion standing in
MY namne.

BON. J. W. HACKETT (South-West):
I may say I shall not vote against the
motion, for the simple reason that there
seems to be a semblance of principle un-
derlying it,'a principle which this House
would not be willing to condemn; but it
seems to me that the motion ought not
to have been brought forward, and I shall
conclude my remarks by moving that we
do proceed to the Orders of the flay. T
had not read the letter which Mr. Stone
has laid before the House, nor had I heard
its contents until from him to-day; but I
must say that, taking the letter as it
stands, if that is all the hon. member
has on which to found one of the most
serious votes of censure which I have
ever beard in any House of Parliament
on the leading gentleman in this colony,
and the foremost representative of Her
Majesty's Government, I should think
the time would have been better occupied
in considering the legitimate business
before the House.

HON. Rt. S. HAYEES: This is legitimate
business.

RlOw. J. W. HACKETT: I was aston-
ished to hear the deductions which Mr.
Stone made from this letter. I know
nothing about this mine, excepting I amn
assured it is one -of the most valuable
properties in Western Australia.. His
Excellency has paid a, visit to the mine,
and in a matter in which he is solely his
own judge, lie bears testimony to its
merits. So far as I can discover from
the terms of the letter, his personal re-
commendation given to the mine was, as
he so expressed it, Solely conceived in the
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interests of this colony, and to forward
those interests as far as possible, Why
should we go behind his assertion ?

HON. F. T. CROWDER: We have a right
to believe the assertion, to~o.

How. J. W. HACKETT: Yes; why
should we go behind His Excellency's
assertion and assume he means something
very different? Mr. Stone, in terms.
which I amt sure he will regret sooner or
later, referred to this as a deliberate
swindle, and said that the object of the
letter was, to gull the public and to seduce
persons into a bad bargain.

flow. F. M. STONE: I Said that was
the effect, of the letter, but I did not say
it was written for that purpose.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Then the
hon. member should not have brought
the name of Sir Gerard Smith into the
matter at all, but should have let the
effect of the letter lie with the people who
made use of the effect. So far as we can
see, the object of the writer of the letter
was, simply to push forward the interests
of Western Australia; and to charge him,
as8 the hon. member has dlone in no
vague terms, with corrupt and improper
motives, is one of the most extraordinary
attacks-

Hon. F. MW. SToifE: The hon. member
wvill pardon me- I do not think the lion.
member has any right to say I have
charged Sir Gerard Smith with " corrupt
and improper motives," because I used
neither the words " corrupt " nor ",im-
proper." The hon. member has no right
to attribute to me what I have not said,
and what I never intended to say.

HON. A. P. MATHIEsoN: And the
deduction could not possibly be made.

How. J. W. HACKETT:- The question
is entirely in the hands of bon. members,
and if the remarks of Mr. Stone do not
in their minds mean a charge of cor-
ruption and improper conduct against
Sir Gerard Smith, then I am willing to
withdraw and apologise.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: The House is
with you (Mr. Hackett).

HON. S. W. HACKETT: I appeal to
the House whether I go one inch too far
in attributing, at all events, that im-
pression to the words of the hon. memberP
Three or four times he took care to repeat
that the object of this letter was to 1kad
the public astray, and to induce them to
invest in a mine more or less worthless.

HON. F. MW. STONE: I said the effect of
the letter.

HON, J. W. HACKETT: As to that,
I do not want to labour the question,
but I think before a question Of this
gr-avity is broug,,ht before the House (mny
hon. friend will not quarrel with that
phrase), before insinuations of the grave
and startling character which we have
heard froma the hon. gentleman's lips are
made in the Legislative Council of
Western Australia., it is well for himi to
ask himself the question whether it is
not possible an honest and proper meaning
may be imputed to this letter, and to
give Sir Gerard Smith, who is entitled to
it even though the Governor of the colony,
the benefit of the doubt, and consequently
to put himself into communication with
that gentleman, placethe doubt before him,
and see what answer hie is prepared to give.

HON. D). McKx&r: You cannot deny
the letter is beneficial to the company.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: If the com-
pany are workingr a valuable mine, which
will help the colony forward, I hope it
will be beneficial. I hope the company
will develop the mine, and bring employ-
ment into a. part of the colony which is
seriously in need of it.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: 'Has the hon.
member read the Sunday Tines?

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: I deeply
regret the matter has been brought
forward. I see no reason for it. I think
Sir Gerard Smith has been treated un-
fairly in the way it has been brought
forward behind his hack, without his
being able to give a, reply, and without
any inquiry to ascertain whether there
was any solid foundation for the asser-
tions5 made. I move that we proceed
with the Orders of the Day.

POINT OF ORDER.

liori- R. S. HAYNES: I rise to a
point of order. I submit that under rule
123 the hon. member cannot move the
motion. Rule 122 says:

A. motion, tbat the Council do now divide,
that the Council do now adjourn, that this
debate be now adjourned, shall always be in
order, if made so as not to interrupt a member
speaking; and on being moved and seconded
without discus-sion shall be immediately deter-
mined.
Rule 128 says.-

A member who has spoken to a question
cannot speak to any amendment thereon until
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such amendment has become the main ques-
tion; nor can he during the debate move or
second the previous question, or the adjourn-
ment of the debate, or the adjournment of the
Council, or that the Council do now divide.
It would be most unfair for the lion.
member, having spoken to the general
question, to endeavour to stop all further
discussion by moving the closure of the
question. Thle object of moving the closure
of the motion is that there shall hie no
mnore discussion. The rules are clear on
that. The hion. member has -stated he
wil vote against the motion, therefore his
vote may be claimed on a division. He
said, " I will later on move that the Orders
of the flay be proceeded with." The hon.
member did not say, "I do move," but " I
will." He might have done so at once,'
instead of which he discussed the
question, and then moved that the Orders
of the Day bie proceeded with.

HEON. F. T. CROWDER: It had not
arisen then.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: And there was
no motion before the Rouse. The bon.
gentleman having Spoken, I submit with
great respect that the contention I
raise is a good one, and you (the Presi-
dent) will decide accordingly. I press the
objection, kind urge that the hion. member
is out of order in proposing such a motion.

THE PRESIDENT: The motion made
by the hion. member is under Rule 100:

A question may be superseded, (I.) By the
adjournment of' the Council, either on the
motion of a Member, That the Council do uow
adjourn, or on notice being taken, and it ap-
pearing that a quorum of Members is not
present. (11.) Bly a motion, That the orders of
the day be now read. (III.) Bly the previous
question being proposed and affirmed.
I take it that the hon. member is in
order in making that motion, and that it
does not stop the debate. It is simply
whether the original question shall be
put or whether we shall go on with the
Orders.

HoN. R. S. HIAYNES: I understood
the hion. member ivould stop further dis-
cussion.

THE PRESIDENT: No.

DEBATE RESUMTED.

RON. R. S. HAYNES: I join with my
bon. and learned friend, Mr. Hackett, mn
wishing this mottion had not been brought
before the House. At the same time,
inasmuch aIs the resolution is before the
House, I feel I am called upon to do

what I consider to be my duty, and that
is to support it. I hope tha whatever
members say upon this subject they will
address themselves to it in a fair and
moderate manner, always remembering
that the persons who will be affected by
the motion, if it passes, are not present.
I hope they will see that no improper in-
ferences as-e drawn from anything before
the House. It seems to mue if we do that,
no one Canl be injured. I for my part
will be careful in anything I say, seeing
that what I say' is warranted by facts
before the House, and that they canot
be gainsaid. I will not enter into any
controversial matter at all. The question
before the House is whether or not
officers in the Imperial service or officers
in the Colonial service, resident in the
colony, shall report upon gold mines or
other ventures for the purpose of floating
them, or for any other purpose what-
ever. That is the question, and I fail
to understand the hon. the Colonial
Secretary when hie says there is no
principle at stake in the motion, and
I really hope the hon. gentleman did
not read the notice of motion. I say,
again, that on this motion I shall en-
deavour to speak as fairly as I possibly
can, and not take a strong view on one
side or theother. I am only dealing with
the rinciple, which, I take it, the motion
involves. The motion says:

That, in the opinion of this House, it is
highly undesirable that officials of the Imperial
Government stationed in Western Australia,
or of the Colonial Government, should be per-
mnitted to report on mining or other properties
for the henefit of public companies or pi-ivate
persons.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: What is
the application to the present case.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: There is no
application at all.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: If the lion.
member cannot see it, lie must be very
dense. Of course there are none so blind
as those who do not wish to see. On that
principle only can I understand the hon.
member's remarks. The letter read by my
hon. and learned friend, Mr. Stone--

HON. C. A. Piss: It may have been
a private one.

How. R. G. BuRous : It is nlotsa report.
HON. R. S. HAYNES: The letter ma~y

have been a private one, and if it were a
private letter written privately and for
private purposes, I would be one of the
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last in the world, and I am sure my
hon. and learned friend Mr. Stone would
be the last man in the world, to move any
motion condemnatory of any person; but
if any member responsible for his actions
will get uip and tell me the letter was
written privately and not for public pur-
poses or use before directors, I will join
issue with him.

HONq. F. T. C.ROWDER: It was done for
the good of the colony.

HON. A.. P. MAwausoN - It says so in
the letter.

TE COLONIA.L SECRETARY: '.It is not
an official letter.

HON. IR. S. HAYNES: I do not under-
stand what an official letter is. I under-
stand a letter to be a document sent by
some person or by someone on his behalf.
All I can say is, that if it were a, private
letter it would be improper for any person
hiere. to interfere, and if it were a private
letter written to a gentleman in London,
and that gentleman in breach of good
faith published it, I should think the
person who published it did an outrageous
action. If, as suggested, it was a private
letter and there was a breach of faith in
publishing it, I hope the hon. member
will withdraw his motion; but I -would
ask members to be conscienitious and say
whether that letter -was written for
private information or public use? What
was the use of writing to the person to
whom it was addressed, who knew more
about the mine than the writer of ihe
lettr? It was absurd. If you apply
common tests, can such a proposition as
that be maintained? The letter is what
mny hon. and learned friend called it-a
report upon a mining property. Several
reports have passed through my hands,
perhaps hundreds, and I have neves- seen
a report from a mining expert differ
materially from that under review, ex-
cept that perhaps they are generally not
so fulsome.

HoN. C. E. DPMursTERU: He is not a.
mining expert. It would be only his
opinion.

HoN'i. P. T. CROWD)ER: How do you
know the reports were paid for? I have
a better opinion of the Governor.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: I do not know
whether they were paid for. I am speak-
ing of reports that have passed through
my hands. I wish to put the thing
fairrly and calmly, and I consider this a

matter in which we should not lose our
temper. I regret having to take this
stand, but I do not like to he contradicted
by propositions which cannot be main-
tamued. Any person who is cognisant of
the reports of mining experts can come to
no other conclusion than that this is what
is called a report upon a mine. A report
is an account of the area, position, and
the work done upon a mine, the system
of working, and. the machinery upon the
wine. That is all a mining expert can
report upon. In what respect does that
letter differ from a mining expert's re-
port ?

A M.EmBER: One is paid for and the
other is not.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: Then there is
no distinction; because one is given for
money and another for nothing, and they
say what is given for nothing is worth
nothing.

How. C. E. DEMPSTER: A man has a
right to express an opinion upon a mine
or anything else.

How. J. W. HAC]KETT: Except the
Governor.

How. R. S. HAYNES: Except a per-
son holding a position in the Imperial or
Colonial Government.

How. A. G. JENKiNS: Supposing it had
come from a warden, what would have
happened ?

HON. R. S. HAYNES:- Supposing a6
Judge in the Peak Hill case, for instance,
had given a report. I regret exceedingly
that this Peak Hill has been the subject
of the report, because most serious liti-
gation is now in progress with respect to
a portion of this mine. What would be
thought of a Judge of the Supreme Court
who wrote to one side that the property
was excellent, and there was every pros-
pect of its yielding a good return?

HON. F. T. CROWDER: You arestan
ing the point.

HON. R. S. HAYNIES: in the face of
that, you would expect to wi your
case. I say no officer, either of the
Imperial Government stationed in this
colony or our own Government, has a
right to report upon private properties,
and I will give you the reason why a
report should not be given. If a director
publishes a false or fraudulent balance-
sheet or prospectus, the directors are
personally liable to any person who has
been misled. If a maining expert ire-
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properly report on a mine, and persons
are thereby induced to take shares in a
worthless venture, that expert is liable
for damages.

BON. F. T. CROWDER: Can you bring
one case forward ?

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: Yes.
HoN. F. T. CROWDER: Where?
HoN. R. S. HAYNES: There was a

case heard in England in which a Kl
goorle expert had heavy damages awarded
against him, and I think Mr. Jenkins
knows the case to which I am referring.
Mr. Crowder will see that I have chapter
and verse every time.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: That is one
cae out of a thousand.

How. R. S. HAYNES: I do not care
if it is one case out of ten thousand. I say
that, in law, a person reporting on a mine
is liable if another person is misled by
the report. Supposing, for instance, that
the Minister of Mines were to report on a
claim ?

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: He would be
an authority; be holds the position.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: I do not join
issue on the statement that the Minister
of Mines would be an authority.

How. A. P. MA3EsoN: He sank a
well.

ow. R. S. HAYNES: Well, say the
Colonial Secretary were to report on some
shipping venture?

HON. W. T. LTOwN: He would be an
authority, too.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: And why
should I not report?

Hon. IR. S. HAYNES: Until this
motion pass, the Colonial Secretary has a
right to report, but this motion, if passed,
would prevent his reporting, and that, I
submit, with great respect, is the object
of the motion.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Why
should I not report P

HoN. B. S. HAYN'JES: If ever there
were a good reason for the motion, it was
shown in the question just asked. If
the Colonial Secretary desired to report
on such ventures, he ought to resign his
position as leader of the House.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY :Why
should I not report on anything?

HON. R. S. BAYNES: Because this
House is going to give expression to the
principle that officials of the Crown shall
not give such reports. I will give the

hon. gentleman another reason, and that
is: it is improper for a Government official
to use his official position for the purpose
of inflating or depreciating the value of
shares.

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
another thing altogether.

How. R. S. HAYNES: I say that
the attaching of the name of a member
of the Executive to a prospectus has the
effect of increasing the value of shares.
If the attaching of the name have not
that effect, why is the name wanted ?

How. C. E. DEMPSTER: If it be done
with that object.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: If a person
point a gun and fire, and another person
be shot, the law does not ask with what
object the gun was pointed. Even in crim-
inal law, a man is liable for the effect of
his apt, and the law presumes he intended
to do that which is the probable conse-
quence of his act. There are some hon.
members who-I will not say for certain
reasons-but who seem to hlave an idea
that some person will be foolish enough
at a future time to use their repoirts, and
on that basis only can I understand
hon. members opposing the motion. It
would seem that these hon. members
are aspirng to a position in the Govern-
meat, and that they would wield that
position so profitably as to make large
fortunes in supplying reports, Written or
otherwise, on ventures.

How. F. T. CROWDER: Give your
opinions ?

How. R. S. HAYNQES: My friend, Air.
ICrowder, seems to take a great interest in
this question, and I do not know why.
Has he a company for which he hopes to

et the report of some officer of the
overnmentP I think it is indecent on

the part of the hon. member to interrupt.
BON. F. T. CROWDER: You must not

attribute motives to me, you know.
HoN. R. S. HAYNES: Perhaps it is

unnecessary; but I do attribute motives
to the hon. member, though they axe
honourable and good. But let thatpass.
This is not a question of either mlyself or
of any hon. member, but a question of
principle; and I regret that I have not
the report of the proceedings of the State
Parliament of British Colombia, where a
Minister was severely handled for re-
porting on some venture, and, if I re-
member rightly, the matter was dealt
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with just as severely in the Imperial
House of Commons.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: They could not
do it.

fox. R. S. HAYNES: Whether the
member thinks it could or could not be
done, the report I read was published in
the Tivies, and the action of the Minister
was never defended for a moment.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: We do
not know all the circumstances of that
cae.

RON. R. S. HAYNES: I regret we
have to refer to the Peak Hill mine,
because this mine was floated under very
peculiar circumstances. The prospectus
on which this mine was floated had
attached on it a fae simile of our Govern-
went Gazette, and we know it is a felony
in this colony for any private person to
print or publish the Government Gazette.
This is important to remember, though it
may appear a small matter; and, at any
rate, it is a most serious matter in con-
nection with the formation of a com-
pany.

THE COLONIAL SECETARY: What
have we to do With that?

HON. ft. S. HAYNES: I will tell the
hon. member. It is very easy to use acoat-
of-arms, and set forth that a document is
printed by the authority of the Govern-
mrent Printer, leaving out a few words
wichel materially alter the effect of the
others ;and I give my opinion as a
lawyer, and I say that the proceeding was
highly improper, if not criminal. But
that was not all, for attached to this
prospectus was a report written by an
officer high in the Government service,
who was lent for the purpose by the then
Minister of Mines. That report of the
officer was Written upon Government
paper with the heading " Department of
Mines," and a fac simuile of that was also
used in the prospectus, so that the official
stamp and the Royal Armas were dragged
all round London. It was disg-raceful.
It is not only now that I say that,
for I have said it before, and on that
occasion I used stronger terns than I
do now as to the Minister of Mines
-whom I personally greatly respected
-and the action which he took, and
this House was entirely with me. In
another place, a resolution was passed
forbidding public officers to give these
reports, and when the Colonial Secretary

asks why he should not give reports, I
refer him to that resolution, which was
supported by the Premier. My friend,
Mr. Matheson, on the occasion to which
I have referred, also took exception to
the Minister of Mines for being associated
in the formation of a smelting company,
and the Minister (Mr. Wittenoom) de-
fended himself on the ground that he did
it as a matter'of public policy, and for
the good of the colony.

HON. A. P. MATHESON : To acquire
an income; he said so.

RON. R. S. HAYNES: I say again
that such action is most improper. Now
that the matter has once more come
before the House, I am not directing my
attack against anybody, though I do say
that the letter which has been read to the
House should not have been written. I
wilt not use strong language, but such a
letter ought not to have been written by
an officer of the Imperial Government or
of the Oolonial Government. So strong
is my view on this matter that I think
the House should place on record their
objection to such a proceeding, and that
is the only reason I Support the motion.
I will not deal with particulars at all; I
do not wish to throw out any suggestions
whatever, nor to attribute any improper
motives to the writer of the letter. Far
be it from me to do so; but even if the
letter were written from the most laudable
motive, it is still wrong.

HON. P. T?. CROWDER: No.
HoN. R. S. HAYNES: No doubt we

shall have a report from a high official
on the Gas Company presently. Mr.
Crowder is right in saying- "no,"~
but, at the same time, I am right
in saying that the penning of such
a letter -was wrong, and therefore I
support the motion. Members are now
called on to adopt a principle, for if the
motion be lost, any member of the Gov-
ernment, or any officer of the Govern-
ment, will have a perfect right to say
that a motion was moved in the Legislative
Council aud rejected, and that, therefore,
officers of the Imperial Government,
members of the Ministry, or officers of
the Colonial Government have a right to
report on mining ventures.

A MEMBER: It is well known they do
it now.

fox. R?. S. HAYNES: Ministers are
not allowed to do it now.

Reports on Properties by Officials. 1290



1300 Rural Lando Bill: (~IOL]Scn edny

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: You must trust
Ministers.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: One hon.
member says that Ministers have a right
to give such reports, and other membhers
Say there is no such right.

HON. J. W. HACK ETT: I rise to order.
According to our standing order number
76 it is provided-

At the expiration of one hour from the meet-
ing of the Council, or sooner if the previous
business be disposed of, the Orders of the Day
shall be called on by the Clerk, without any
question being put, unless the Council shall
otherwise direct.

HoN. R. S. HNIAYNES: As the hour
has elapsed, I move that the Orders of
the Day be not called on until the con-
clusion of the debate on the present
subject.

TnnE P RESIDENT:- Under the Stand-
ing Orders, the Orders of the Day must
be gone on with unless the Council direct
that the notice of motion be proceeded
with. It is moved that the notice of
motion be proceeded with.

Question-That the notice of motion
be proceeded with-put and negatived.

THE PRESID)ENT:t After the Orders
of the Day have been dealt with, it will
be competent, if the House wish, to go
on again with this motion.

Orders of the Day read.

RURAL LANDS IMPROVEMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tnx COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. G-. Randell), in moving the second
reading, said: I would like to explain I
have not been able to give all the atten-
tion I should have liked to this mieasure,
and, on that accont, I must apologise
somewhat to hon.. members for any short-
comings there may be in placing them in
possession of the leading features of thie
Bill. It will be remembered that there
has been a considerable cry in this colony
from time to time, for the taxation of
absentees, especially absentee landholders;
and a very considerable feature in the
Bill, though I do not say it is the whole
feature of the Bill, is that absentees will
be reached if the measure becomes law.

How,. U. G. BUBOES:- And everyone
else all over the colony.

THE COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
-hon. mnember says everyone else too. I
believe every landowner who has a quasn-

tity of unimproved land in his possession
would also feel the pressure of this Bill-
if I may be allowed to use the word
"pressure "-in respect of the fines to
be inflicted upon a person who has, had
his land 10 years without effecting any
improvement. It is a question whether
the fine is one that Wiill press upon him,
for the ainountis only id. in the pound--

Hos. R. 0. Bunans: That is a good
deal.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
penny in the pound under 5,000 acres,
and Old. in the pound over 5,000 acres.
It is a well known fact there are large
areas in this country in possession of
individuals who matke no use of them,
and who will not sell at reasonable prices,
but axe waiting for what is generally
termed the unearned increment.

How%. B. G-. BRGEos: " Hope deferred
maketh the heart sick."

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:- I
am not sure the hon. member is not in
sympathy with the Bil to a certain
extent.

HON;. E. G. BURGER : Yes; a common-
sense Bill, hut not this one.

Tnn COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
am quite sure he will not allow his, in-
dividual interests to interfere with the
interests of the country.

HoN. R. G-. BuRG ES: I am not plead-
mag my private interests. I rise to a
point of order. Is the ho-n. member not
out of order in imputing motives?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not
if they are good motives. I am sure if
the hon. member is satisfied the principle
of the Bill is good, he will support it. I
understood the lion, member to tell me
the Bill would not affect him at all, and
therefore if we find him opposing the
Bill. it will be in the interests of the State.
For my part I can see no objection to the
Bill.

HoN. R. G-. BuRGSws: You do not know
the country.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
have been over a good deal of it, but not
so much as the lion. member, whose busi-
ness takes h-im over a great portion of the
country, and whose practical. knowledge
enables him to judge perhaps better than
I can the value of the land. If the land
is not worth the improvements desired in
the general interests of the country, one
would think it would be almost better to
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give it up and let somone else hare a
chance to see if they can make anything
out of it. It has repeatedly been the case
that l-and condemned for years has subse-
quently been found to be useful and pro-
ductive.. I know thelhon. member is fully
aware that land condemned by the earlier
settlers up to a comparatively recent date
is now giving a satisfactory return.

HoN. R. (4. BuXoEs: This does not
refer to cultivation.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
'lhat land was lying for a long time in an
unimproved state, because it was thought
to be unfit for cultivation, but it has been
found to be fit for cultivation and is now
cultivated.

Hox.K. 0. SuRGEs: Where?
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I

believe in the district adjoining that of the
hon. member.

HON. R. G. BuRwrs: That never was
despised.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Land which was before despised has been
brought uinder cultivation. I think it is
an objectionable thing for persons to hold
immense areas of land and let them lie
waste.

HON. R. G. BuRoSs: What would you
call immense areas ? Very few bold many
thousands.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Fifteen thousand acres would he a large
area, comparatively speaking. The Bill
does not refer to the pastoral districts.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: The Bill refers
to the whole country.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
was under the impression that the pas-
toralists -were exempted.

HON. C. E. DEMaPSTER: You read the
Bill.

HON. R. G4. BuRGER: The Minister
who introduced thle Bill could never have
read it.

A MEMBEr: See Clause 2.
HON. R. G. Sunons: The Sill is

absurd. The Minister bad better with-
draw it.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
shall not withdraw it. I was certainly
under that impression.

RON. R.G0. Buaons: So is the Minister
who introduced it.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Rural land' means rural land of one

hundred or more contiguous acres owned

for an estate of freehold by one person."
That meets the case. There is very little
freehold held by pastoralists. Only small
quantities are held as freehold. The
paragraph continues-" or by more per-
sons than one in succession, as joint
tenants, co-partners, or tenants in com-
mon, and not being held for religious or
charitable purposes." I titing pas-
toral lands were exempt, perhaps I was
misled by the remembrance I had of the
Land Hill, or by the Bill baving been
altered in another place from the draft
which was originally in my bands. How-
ever, it will be open for an hon. member
to move an amendment that pastoral
lands in the North-West, or in other
parts, if necessary, shall be protected
from the operation of this Hill. I believe
the principle here involved is a right and
just one, in the interests of the country,
namely, that persons who have large

Iquantities of land, not freehold, should
be called upon to do some nfl-
pr-ovements upon them. That is the
principle underlying the whole of the
Bill. I do not think I need go vrlyv
particularly into the various clauses
which go to make up the Sill and are
intended to carry it into operation. If
the House reject the principle of taxing
unimproved lands, whether held by ab-
sentees or others, there is no necessity
to talk about the machinery of the Bill.

A MEmsynE: Absentees are all right.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

Bill also says the land must be held for 10
years before this fine is inflicted. Clause
4 says whenever 10 years shall have
elapsed from the alienation by the Crown
of any ruald land in fee simple (except
where it is bounded by natural boun-
daries, if I may use that termn), it will
have to be fenced, and certain improve-
ments wiUl have to be effected. As I
have already stated, absentee owners of
land will have to pay 60 per cent. in ad-
dition to the flue inflicted upon the local
owners. The first payment is to be made
on the 1sat March, 1903, and on or about
the 31st of December, 1902, the owner
will have to make a certain return setting
forth the particulars required in Clause 5.
The owner's valuation may be taken by
the Minister if he chooses to take it, but if
he does not, a valuation officer may be
appointed under Clause 7. Clauses 8
and 9 direct the procedure to be takefi
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by the valuation officer, etc. Clauses 10
and 11 provide for appeals, and Clauses
12 and 13 set out the mode of appeal and
proceedings thereon, and for a. statement
of a case by the Justices. Clause 14
states that when an order has been
made by the Court it -will be binding on
both parties. Clause 15 provides in cer-
tain e.ases for fines becoming a debt to be
recovered and a fine will have precedence
over all other claim upon the estate,
whether it be rents, mortgages, or
debts of any other description. Clauses
17 and 18 provide that the Minister
may let land and so on. Under Clause
19 the Minister may apply to the
Supreme Court for power to sell in cer-
tain eases. Clause 20 provides for the

aplction of the proceeds of such sale.
Clue21 provides for fines to be appro-

priated to the upkeept of roads boards.
That is a clause in the Bill to which I
would like to call the attention of hell.
members. The fines imposed will be
expended on the roads of the district in
which those fines are collected, and that
is a feature of the Bill which will com-
mend itself to those members who live in
thle country.

HoN. N. G. BuRoxa: Introduce a
clause in the Roads Act and that would
do away with the necessity for this Bill
altogether.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
know the hon. member has said chaiuses
are inserted in different Acts of the
colony, but are not put into force. That
is not the fault of the law itself, but of
the administration, anld if local roads
boards do not enforce the powers given
them--

HoN. C. A. PLzasE: They are very
unwise powers.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Then the hon. member should move to
have the clauses amended so that the
law could be carzried into execution.
Clauses 23 and 24 deal with occupiers
and owners. I do not thiink I need say
very much more about the Bill. T have
only to repeat that, if the present Bill
does not commend itself to the members
of the House, they have their remedy in
rejecting the measure. If we admit the
principle-and in my opinion the prin-
ciple is a good one -the second reading
should be passed; or even if you admit that
it is only partly good, there is no reason

why members, with their experience on
the subj ect, should not endeavour to make
the Bill one that will be useful to the coun-
try and workable. I hope members will
not lightly throw out the Bill. It is avery
serious step to move that the Bill be read
this day three months or this day six
months, unless it is mischievous in its
ten dency, and I do not see how this 'Bill
would be. If the machinery of the Bill
is defective, I ask the hon. member's
assistance in making it effective, and I
shall be pleased to give him any assistance
I canl in that direction. But the Bill has
for its object the establishment of a
principle which has been asked for by, I
think, thousands of people.

HON. Rl. G3. BuROaEs: Democrats and
federalists.

THE COQLONIAL SEC RETARY : Yes.
They may be none the worse for that.
It has been asked for on all hands, and
not only by federalists. No doubt it has
been asked for by residents near towns
and by politicians of all shades.

HON. Xl. 0. Buxaou: By whom ?
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: T

have heard it asked for in the Houses
of Parliam ent repeatedly, and the Govern-
ment have been challenged and rebuked
many times for not compelling owners to
make use of the land they have held in
fee simple, in some cases for 50 years. I
move the second reading of the Bill.

LoN. A. P. MATHESON (North-
East): I have listened with interest to
the remarks which have fallen trom the
Colonial Secretary, and I may say I have
been astonished to gabther from the num-
ber of interjections that this Bill does not
meet. with the approval of those who are
usually found the staunchest Government
supporters.

HoN. C. A. Psussax: Tami not against
the Bin.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: I entirely
approve of the principle of the Bill, and
the Government are to be conigratulated
on having shown sufficient strength of
mind to bring forward a Bill which, at
any rate in principle, is not accepted by
a. lrge number of their supporters. I
do not wish hon. members to misunder-
stand me when I say I approve of the
principle of the Bill. I am prepared,
when the Bill gets into Committee, to
listen with the utmiost interest, and to be
thoroughly wvell instructed as to the par-
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ticualar objections which agricultural and
pastoral members may have to raise to
certain clauses. I am quite prepared to
agree that the Bill is scandalously drafted,
as is shown at the very commencement,
in Clause 3. In that clause I will call
the attention of the Colonial Secretary to
a very glaring defect. The Bill, I under-
stand, is intended to provide that a cer-
tain company shall be exempt, and an
ordinary person would imagine that the
Government or the draftsman of the Bill
would. have taken some pains to ascertain
what the correct name of the company
might be. As a miatter of fact, the com-
pany exempted by the Bill is a company
that has no existence; indeed, I -will
go further wid say that it is a company
which never has existed.

THffE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It may be
an error.

HoN. A. P. MATHE SON: It is not an
error, but a gross piece of carelessness on
the part of those who drafted the Bill.
The position is that in 1889 a company
was formed in London, called the Hamp-
ton Land @tnd Railway Syndicate, and it
was formed to take over a concession
granted by the colonial branch of the
Imperial Government -I believe that was
the case-for the construction of a rail.
way, and developing pastoral lands on
the Hampton Plains. In 1894 the Hamp-
ton Land and Railway Syndicate sold
their property for a very large stun of
money, amounting to £300,000, to a
company called the Hampton Plains
Estate, Limited. The purchase money
was £80,000 in cash, £170,000 in shares,
and £50,000 in first mortgage debentures.
I would ask the Colonial Secretary to
which of these two companies is Clause 3
intended to apply?

THrE COLONIAL SERCRETARY: I could
not inform the hon. member.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: It is a
matter of very great importance. In the
original Bill, as it appeared in another
place, the Midland Company were associ-
ated with what are called in the Bill the
Hampton Plains Company, and 1 gather
the intention was that as soon as the
original grantees-if that is the right
word, for I mean the people to whom the
concession was originally granted-dis-
posed of any portion of their property,
that portion came within the operation
of the Bill. If it is intended by

the words " Hampton Plains Company "
that we shall understand the H1amp-
ton Estate Company, Limited, which
was formed in 1894, they are not the
original grantees, and, therefore, it seems
to me a superfluous. thing to put them
in the Bill. If on the other hand the
original syndicate were in the minds of
the Government, that original syndicate
have already sold the whole of their
property to another company, and, there-
fore, the clause is needless. Having
called attention to this particular defect
in the Bill, I do not propose to deal with
any other clauses, because I gather there
are a number of hon. members who
each intend to devote their special atten-
tion to a number of the provisions.

THE@ COLONIAL SECRETARY:I Does the
description in the clause not sufficiently
designate the land?

Hlow. A. P. MATHE SON: The ques-
tion is to which company the clause refers;
to the original company or the company
who bought from the original company,
because the title in the Bill does not
refer to either.

THEF COLONIAL SECRETARY: I believe
the present company is intended.

HoN. A. P. MATUESON: If the
present company be intended, why have
they this particular privilege, not .being
the original grantees.?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The privi-
lege refers to the land itself.

How. C. A. PIESSE (South-East):
At the outset I may say I am not going
to object to the second reading of the
Bill, but hope to have the opportunity of
inserting clauses when in Committee,
which will mnake the measure workable.

Ron. R. G. BUBOES: Make it a new
Bill altogether.

H~ow. C. A.- PIESSE: I daresay that in
making these amendments, we shall have
the assistance of the legal members of
the House.

Honq. A. B. ]KipsoN: No you will not;
be sure of that.

How. C. A. PIESSE : All right, then,
we may be able to do without that assis-
tance.

How. A. B. KiDsoN: Wehbave given
up drafting.

HoN.- C. A. PTESSE:- I -take it that
the Colonial Secretary will only be glad
to meet the wishes of hon. members, so
far as suggested alterations are con-
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cerned, provided the alterations are of
such a nature as to make it advisable
they should find a, place in the Bill. I
should be sorry to see the Bill thrown
out. For many years, as the Colonial
Secretary has pointed out, an endeavour
has been made to provide for a, tax on
absentees, and I am sorry that the Bill
does not go a little further in one sense,
although, in other ways, the Bill goes too
far. Indeed, it appears to me a "milk-
and-water " Bill, after all, and to recall
the motuatain, the labour of which
brought forth a miouse. The principal
cry- of the colony in the past has been to
get somne control of these large unim-
proved estates, such as those in the Ovens
district, which can be seen any day on
the way to Beverley.

How. R. G. BunoEs:t The Govern-
ment have been buying estates and can-
not sell thie laud.

HoN. 0. A. PIESSE: Many of these
estates have been improved to an extent
of more than 3s. per acre, and the object
is to tax absentees, with a view of ha-v-
ing the estates cut up.

HON. R. G. EunxEs: Estates have
been cut uip, bnt cannot be sold.

How. C. A. PIESSE:- In many in.
stances the estates have not been out up,
and some of them very large, especially
at the Ovens.

A MEMBERi: What would you call a
large estate?

HON. C. A. PIESSE : The lion memi-
ber asks what is called a large estate. I
maintain that often 400 or 1,000 acres
of picked land, which bee unimproved, is
a loss to the colony.

How. R. 0. Buna Es: What do you call
"unimproved"? Producing sheep ?

HON. C. A.. PIE SSE - Producing sheep
is better than producing kangaroo rats
and rubbish, as some of the estate are at
present; some of the land is not arrying
a sheep to) the acre. There are -splendlid
estates, one in particular, between York
and Nortiam, which is not improved to
the extent it ought to be.

HoN. R. G. Buno Es: Name it?
HON. C. A. PIESSE: The Hammer-

skey Estate.
Row. R. G. Bunos : That caimot be

touched under the Bill.
HoN. 0. A. PIESSE: As I said, the

Bill is only a "miilk-and-water" Bill,
after all. for the reason that it does not

go far enough. The measure is full of
pitfalls, and it will be our duty to en-
deavour to make it workable. The second
clause, in which improvements are de-
fined, will require a lot of amendment,
and so will the schedules. To compel
an owner to fence land, and not allow him
anything, whatever for the cost of that
fencing, would be an injustice to start
with. We all want to see the Midland
Railway Company's land brought into
the market, but fancy compelling that
company to fence that area and not make
them any allowance whatever for the
cost! And fancy asking holders in the
North to fence their lands! 1 If owners
are forced to fence, they must be allowed
the cost of fencing as an improvement.
I cannot understand why in this and
previous land legislation, fencing, has
never been regarded as an improvement.
Every hion. member who knows anything
about land, knows that the moment a
good fence is erected, the owner uses his
land for all it is worth, and every
encouragement ought to be given to
holders to erect good fences. In
Committee I will move that the second
schedule be amended by striking out the
word "1subdivision " and inserting
1fences'" in lieu thereof, so as to make

fences count as an improvement. Allt
amendments I intend to make I will give
notice of, and no doubt the Colonial
Secretary will give hion. mnembers time to
consider the measure thoroughly.

HON. S. J. HAYNES (South-East):
I will support the second reading of the
Bill. There has been a cry that absentee
land owners should be taxed, especially
those who do not improve their land, and,
in any course I take in Committee, I shall
be guided, to some extent, by the remarks
which fall from the agricultural and
pastoral members.

Hon. R. G. EURGES (East): The
Colonial Secretary has tried to explain
this measure, but -I really could not
understand the explanation, and I aim
afraid that hon. member had never seen
the Bill before. Hie told us the Bill only
referred to agricultural lands, and the
Minister of Lands told me the same
thing the other day, but I have looked
through the measure very closely, and
I cannot see that it refers solely to that
description of land. I am suire the Coi-
mnissioner of Crown Lands must see now
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the mistake he is labouring under, as
must also the Minister whose hobby it
was to bring in the Bill. I am going to
oppose the Bill because it is unworkable
and impracticable for this colony as a
whole. If it only referred to the agri-
cultural part of the country, it would be
a different thing. I happen to know a
little of the country and have travelled
about in the last two years. I have
travelled in the agricultural districts,
where they have no railway, and I have
seen what the effect of the Bill will be
upon people where they have these large
blocks of land. In one place I went over
a large number of blocks of land, and,
from what I could see, the Bill would
inflict an injustice upon the people there.
I quite approve of the principle of tax-
ation to make people improve their land,
but here we have a Bill that refers to the
whole of the colony. I will refer to the
Northern district sand also to the North-
East, but more pairticularly to the north-
ern portion of the colony, in which I have
held land. I know of one settler in the
Northern district who has about 3,006
or 4,000 acres of land, and under this
Bill that man would have to fence land
inside his paddock, which would be a.
nuisance to hits, or he would be liable
to be fined id. an acre. He would
fence in that land and get a certificate,
and their he would have to pull the fence
up again, for it would be useless. Would
any man of anly sense compel a person
to erect a fence along a line over which
he would have to drive stock? Where
I was living in the North, the first
thing we did was to buy 200 acres on
the river, when we wanted the bed of
the river to lay our wool out on. People
were compelled to buy these lands because
the Government said they wanted that
property for a watering Pilace for some-
thing or other, Is it not absurd for a
Minister to bring in such a Bill as this,
and leave the House to put it into shape?
Iwillialso refer to the southern portion of

the colony. People holding- 10,000 or
20,000 acres have bought 200 or 800
acres, and perhaps they have made a
large tank, and under this Bill they
would have to fence in these 200 or 800
acres or pay a penalty. Is not that a
nice law to bring in?' Is it not a nice
thing to inflict such injustice upon people
in the colony? We give land away in

the colony' and try to settle people. and
then those who introduce these liberal
land regulations bring in a Bill to tax
people on the land.

THE ColoNmaL SECRETARY : The land
is given away under compulsory improve-
ments.

HON. R. G. BUEGES : How could a
man with 20,000 acres as a pastoral lease
in the North improve that land? The only
way to improve it would be to let thle
grass grow for two years. If the hion.
member had to bear the losses these men
bear, lie would not endeavour to pass
such laws as this and try to persecute
these men. I am surprised at any legis-
lator introducing such a Bill. lIt shows
there is some lack of interest in the land
settlement of the country: at any rate as
regards pasturage. It demonstrates that
the pastoralists are not considered at all.
The whole of this is a hobby. I am not
objecting to the principle of the Bill at
all, but it is a sort of hobby to make
people growv corn in the North, where
they go without rainl for two years.

RON. W. T. LoTow: Freehold land;
not pastoral land.

HON. R. G. BURGES: There are
freehold lands in the northern part of
the colony. A person would have to
fence his property in, and would that be
reasonable or jus tP

HoN. W. T. LOToN: Exempt the
northern districts.

HON. R. G. E~tIGES: How about
the South-East ? Surely the lion. member
must know something about the country.

foN. W. T. LTOwN: No; I do not
know anything about the country.

RON. R. G. BUROBS: It seems the
hion. member has forgotten about soein
of it, at any rate, with all his knowledge.
Mr. Piesse in speaking of this Bill re-
ferred to those large estates which hie
thought wanted cutting up. The Coin-
missioner of Crown Lands has gone over
some of that land and valued it, and I
know of a block of 3,000 acres in the
eastern district, valued by that Minister
himself, which has been for sale for some
time, and the last time I was in the office
not one acre of it had been taken up.
It shows there is no demand for this land,
and if the provisions of this Bill are
carried into effect, it will mean that
people will have to sacrifice their property.

IPersons can get the Gazette, from which
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it will be seen that land on several
estates has been sold. A lot of the land
the Government want to tax is poison
land. Those who walutthese lands thrown
tip are democrats. Some 'years ago there
wras a cry for taxing the land. I said,
"Go from York to Northam. There is

plenty' of land. You can go and buy alot
of land to-morrow at £1 an acre." They
very soon sto])ped that absurd cry. A
Select Committee has been sitting, and I
think Mr. Hackett, who has had a good
deal of the work, of the countryv in his
hands, asked a certain main whether he
knew that land was offered at £C8 anl
acre.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: It was Sir
John who asked.

HON. R. G. BURGES: I beg your
pardon. It is all the same.

How. W. T. LoTow : Sir John said it
could be b)ought for £1 an acre.

HoN. R. G. BURGES: It can be
bought for less. From York to Northamn
there is prett 'y good land. Mr. Piesse
has spoken of a very nice grant. There
is a grant of 2,600 acres of good laud,
with a railway running through it, and
the man told me he bought the 2,600 acres
for £2,000. A good many, including, I
believe, Mr. Loton, know where I live,
.and that lion. member is aware there is
some pretty good land there. Tweuty
thousand bushels of wheat were grown
there. A block of 900 acres adjoining
my own land was sold for £1,000, and
somes of that is cultivated, and it is
all fenced. These facts shlow that in this
colony there is something not so good as
Mr. Piesse and others make out. I would
ask the lion. mneinher whether he has
made his fortune out of such land. Can
members point to any' one who has made
a fortune out of the land ? Men have
been working 40 or 50 years, and is it
just to put taxes 111o01 people who are
working or slaving ? We have not the
eight hours principle in operation there.
Can the lion, memiber say he is trying to
do justice ? Where does the cry for
splitting up large estates Contc frona It
conies from the democrats. What was
their contention the other day ? It was
"tax the land." If this Bill were Carried

into effect, how long would the land pay ?
It would be all sold very soon. That is
the opinion, not only of members of this
House, but of members of the other

House who hlave had great experience, and
whose opinions are respected.

How. 0. A. PLEssE: I did not in-
dorse the cry of breaking up these estates.
I said the object of bringing this legis-
lation forward was to try and break ,up
the estates.

How. J. E. RrcHARDsoN: You said you
would vote for thme Bill.

Hon. C. A. PLEasE: I said I would
vote for the Bill.

Hon. R. G. BURGES : I say this cry
was taken up, and thme best evidence the
Select Committee could get from the
country will prove my assertion. There
are mnembers who have that evidence be-
fore them to shlow that the han4( of this
country is not such a wonderful thing.
This is a sweeping Bill which will operate
all over the colony, and is reall 'y the pro-
duction of a lot of faddists, and some day
I mean to show the whole absurdity of
this class of legislation. I do not want
to flatter myself, but I have had to live
on the land, and have made something of
it, and in the conrse of my life, I
have wandered pretty well all over the
colony, at any rate, over a greater part of
the colony than many lion. members.
Before ever gold was discovered, I was in
that part of the country wvhere the gold-
fields are now, and, at that time, roads
were made, and improvements effected,
anld yet we are told by gold-mining re-
presentatives that the goldfields people
have done everything, whilst the earlier
settlers have done nothing. As a matter
of fact, very great work was done by the
little band of settlers in the earlier days,
anid, as I said just now, it is only because
somne faddist has taken up the cry, that it
is now sought to tax these people who had
to bear all the pioneer hardships. We
are now being asked to join federation,
and we all know what that means. Say
can now be bought in South Australia at
10d. a bag, and if liar becanie that price
in Western Australia, what would land
be worth in this colony? The Colonial
Secretary told mne that I was personally
concerned in this proposed taxation.

THE, OOLONIAL SECRETARY: No, I dlid
not.

HoN. R. G-. SURGES: If I hlave any
land, I for one wvould work all night
before I would let the Government tax
me for land which ought to be improved,
sand which was not improved. And yet
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the Government bring in these rotten
Acts -these miserable paltry Acts, to tax
the people and Make them give land

aa.Mr. Hackett is a gentleman who
haya great, interest in this country, and
we have to thank him very often for the
able manner in which lie, through his
leading articles, supports the people of
the country; and I hope that, when he
comes to speak, on this question, hie will
not forget some of these articles. It is
of no use the Government bringing in
Bills of this kind, which members could
only support for the sake of supporting
the Government.

HoN. A. B. RInsoN: Lots of members
do that, you know.

HON. Rt. G. BITHOES: Sooner than do
that I would resign, go0 before my con-
stituents and oppose the Government,
and in this way show the good faith of
my antagonism to this legislation. If
land is so much wanted, how is it that it
is not taken up under easy terms of pur-
chaseF Where estates have been sold in
my district, the operation has not been
altogether a success, and this non-success
shows there is no necessity for the Bill.
Indeed, the ver 'y fact that the Bill is not
coming into operation until 1902, shows
that there can be no pressing necessity,
becausc if it were really wanted, it wvould
be provided that the Law should come into
Operation at once.

How. C. A. PirSSE: The delay is to
give the landc owners time.

HoN. R. G. BtUlGES: From York to
Beverley there are only about twvo estates
to which the Bill would apply, although
I k-now the Colonial Secretary speaks of
the low fiats of the Cunning. I k-now
estates on Peel's land bought at Is. and
2s. an acre, and it is said that this land
is not worth fencing.

HoN. W. T. TOTON: Quite right too.
How. Rt. G. BflRGES: I hope Mr.

Loton will. support me in my opposition
to this measure. There is land near my
place, which I showed Mr. Hackett two
or three years ago, and which will hardly
keep a sheep to the acre. Some 1.500 or
1,600 acres of that land has been taken
uip by a really good young settler, who
has nea.rly 200 acres in crop this year.
Behind this land, he has a lot which I
would not take if he were to give it to
me, because it is covered with a prickly
poison plant, rendering it utterly useless.

How. J. E. RICHARDSON: That laud
would come under this Act.

HoN. Rt. G. BURGES: Yes; andlIwas
talking to the young fellow about it thme
other day, and he, not knowing much
about the prickly poison, talked about
fencing this land ;1 but the fencing would
be utterly thrown ~ away, because thme land
is as thick as it can grow with the poison,
and there are lots of that kind of country
on the Williams river. In one place there
were 145,000 sheep, and now there are
only 80,000, and I take it that that is
because they have been fenced in, and not
allowedI to wander in search of good
herbage.

At 6-30 p.m. the PRFsMnENT left the
Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

How. R. G-. BUJRGES (continuing):
I will make a few more remarks, and
then move that the Bill be read this day
six mouths. I will try to point out, in
as few observations as I can, the inistakes
I consider to be made in intr-oducing this
Bill, the neglect of those who had to
draw up the measure, and the want of
thought for those people who arec
scattered over this large colony. As I
have already pointed out, those in the
North and some in the South-East were
not even thought of when the Bill was
intr-oduced. I spoke to the Commissioner
of Crown Lands, who thought the Bill
only referred to agricultural land, and no
doubt he inforned the leader of this
House to the same effect, as that hon.
gentleman, from the remarks he made,
was of that opinion. It shows very
little attention has been paid to these
matters, particularly with regard to
people settling on the land, notwith-
standing all the fuss in talking about it.
I hope that members, when voting, will
remember the northern lands to which I
have already referred. I have pointed
out the Bill will have the same effect
upon leaseholders in the South-East, and
that the measure will be unworkable and
impracticable. The idea of the Bill is to
burst up large estates, and I would not
dispute that for one minute, but, as I
have already pointed out, these lands
have been bought under the Lands
Purchase Act, and they are all over
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the Eastern district. In somec places
3,000 acres have not been sold yet, so that
fact does away with the necessity of
bursting lip these estates. That must he
a farce. A Bill of this sort is only play-
ing with the world, lettiug it be supposed
we have no land to settle on, and that we
have to go and burst up these estates,
whereas these estates are only a fraction
of the whole. A great many are in favour
of the Bill because the Midland Railway
Company would come under its operation,
but it has been pointed out the Midland
Railway Company would not come under
it for three or fonr years at least. In fact
the Bill should not be required until
March, 1908. Bring in a tax on this
unimproved land, or, as I suggested, in-
troduce an amended Roads Board Bill, and
mnake it necessary for roads boards to tax
that land, if it is necessary to break, up
these estates. There is no necessity to
have this nworkable Bill. I1 do not
think I need make any further remarks
onl the Bill, which, I have pointed out, is
not actually needed, because land has been
already cut uip. This Bill is not what
the people asked for. The Colonial Sec-
retary ma * try to mnake out that people
asked for this Bill, but what was asked
for principally was that absentees should
be taxed, and also those people who have
large estates along a railway and have not
improved them. I know of only two or
three such estates that would come under
the Bill at all at present. I do not believe
in the whole of the district there are two
estates that would pay the penalty. There
are some places where lands are lying- idle,
but I think members may show that
those lands are not worth fencing in. I
amn not go ing to run down the country,
for there is plenty of good land, but there
is also plenty of poor land. There is the
Hampton Plains Estate, which is not very
good for some purposes. The Government
exemipt that altogether. We know they
tried all theyv could to leave the Midland
Company out, because they were afraid it
would injure their credit in London.
Why do they come beating about the
bushi? The'Dividend Duty Bill was
intended to get mioney' out of the people
on the goldfields who are exporting all
the gold, but the Government were afraid,
and had not the counage to carry out that
object. This Rural Lands Bill was
asked for with the intention of taxing Ab-

sentees, and why did not the Government
bring in a Bill to that effectV Why did
they introduce a measure which would
work injustice to people all over this
great country ? The Bill as now draf ted
is absurd. It is veey well for legal mem-
hers to draft Bills, but I have not been
educated to do that. I will make one.
additional remark. I am sorry to say
there is a thin attendance whenever these
land matters, which are important ques-
tions, crop up. When the Land Bill was
introduced last year, there was a very
poor House, and look at it now. I
neglect my business, give up my time,
and sit here, and it does not matter
whether the subjects nder discussion
interest me or not, and I think members
representing the land interest ought to be
treated with the same respect as is
shown to those who introduce other
topics. I am sorry to make these re-
marks, but it is always thle same. These
questions of land settlement are of great
importance, and I try to do what little I
can in relation to them. Whien lion.
members have any special knowledge of
a subject, it is their duty to give the
House the advantage of thiat knowledge;
and it is to be regretted that Bills are
not laid before members in a more perfect.
state. I move that the Bill be read this
day six months.

Hoy. C. E. DEMPSTER (Bast): I
rise to support the amendment submitted
by Mr. Surges, because, I think, in the
first place, the Bill in its present form
would be most undesirable and oppressive,
and would work very injuriously on those
who hold land which is unfit for cultiva-
tion in any way. Why should holders of
land of this description be compelled to
expend even Is. an acre, as provided in
the Bill ? Such expenditure would do
the country no good, and would be alto-
gether unnecessary. A great deal has
been said at various times in regard to
large areas being held by absentee owners,
and a general wish has often been ex-
pressed that these owners should be taxed.
If the number of blocks held in this way
lbe taken into consideration, it will be
found that very fewv are fit for cultiva-
tion. How many land owners are there
who have not sense enough to know that
it pays better to improve and cultivate
than to leave land unimproved? If
people will take the trouble to ascertain
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the real truth of the matter, they will find
that all those blocks which will pav for
cultivation are being gradually brought
under cultivation, and the proprietors, in
almost every instance, spend every penny
they can raise in the colony on im-
provements; and such a spirit aught to be
encouraged. I set my face against a land
tax of any description, and. always have
done so, because I consider it iniqui-
tous and unjust, and a -robbery on the
part of the Government to sell land un-
conditionally, and then after the owners
have for many years done everything they
could with that land, to put ou a tax,
although the land may not have been
enhanced in value in any way by the
expenditure. It is proposed to tax the
land to such an extcnt that holders would
be glaid to dispose of it, or throw it on
the market, for others wbo could do no
more with it than the original owners.
This is an idea that has obtained in the
other colonies, but it cannot apply to this
colony, inasmuch as fewv holders here hold
more than a few thousand acres, as
against immense areas of beautiful coun-
try, sometimes as much as 300,000 acres
of freehold land in the East. Yet here
we clamour about " large land holders,"
and " bursting up the large estates,"
although the holdings amount to only a
few thousand acres.

RoN. F. T. CROWDER:' Some holdings
are as large as 15,000 acres.

HON. C. B. DEMPSTER: This is a.
very large acreage for this colony; and
if we take into consideration the niumber
of individuals amongst whom this land
will be divided hereafter, the present pro-
prietors of the land sometimes having
faanilies of five and six, and more sons, it
will be seen that the individual posses-
sion will not be more than every new-
comer is entitled to under the present
regulations. In my opinion, those who
support this Bill take a very unreasonable
view of the matter. I shall not take up
the time of the House longer, but I shall
certainly support the amendment that the
Bill be read this day six months, because
this is an undesirable measure, which
would work very injuriously against the
interests of a great many land holders.

How. J. E. RICHARDSON (North):
A fter the very able and forcible manner in
which Mr. Burges has brought this matter
forward, I do not intend to detain the

House long. I shall support the amend-
ment, more especially as the Bill affects
all northern lands as well as southern
lands. There are several blocks of land
in the North which are all fenced in, but
which are used for carrying stock.

THE COLONrIL SECRETARY: The Bill
would not apply to those.

Hoii. 3. R. RICHARDSON : The Bill
applies to land all over the colony, and it
would be very hard to make people there
expend 3s. per acre on improvements.

HON. 0. A. Pismso: These lands could
be exempted.

RoN. J. E. RICHARDSON: But
there are other large blocks all over the
country, and if these are fenced, why
should other improvements be com-
pelted i The Bill ought to apply solely
to absentee landlords; and no harm
would be done by postponing this legisla-
tion for another year, when the Govern-
ment could bring in a proper Bill.

HON. F. T?. CROWDER: YOU Could not
have a better Bill than this.

HON. J. E. RICHARDSON: I do not
see that it is fair to Landowners, if they
'have fenced in their land, to be compelled

tomake imuprovemnents to the extent of
3s. an acre.

tTHE: Co,owni SECRETARY: It is Only
first-class land on which Ss. per acre has
to be expended.

Hlon. F. T. CROWDER:- This opposition
is a matter of pocket.

HON. R. G. BunaaES: That is not so.
ElON. J. E. RICHARDSON: But in

many instances, even is. an acre would
be a great hardship.

Ho&. F. M. STONE (North) : So
strong a case has been made out by Mr.
Burges that I feel hound to support the
amendment that the Bill be read this
day six months. There isnot the slighitest
doubt that if the Bill be passed, the
results which Mr. Burgess has drawn
attention to wNill be seen. A 100-acre
block in the middle of a, pastoral block of

I '0,000 acres Will have to be fenced, and
even if there were three 100-acre blocks
in ab pastoral block, each of these 100-a'cre
blocks would have to be fenced.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: They must
be contiguous.

HON. F. M. STONE: And as was
pointed out, if the blocks were fenced,
the fences -would have to be pulled down
again; and all this absurd position is
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really the result of the way in which the
Bill is drawn. An hon. member sug-
gested that the legal mem bers might assist
in putting the Bill into shape; but, the
legal members have too much to do with
framing bills. It seems to me that every
time an absurd Bill is brought in, the
onus is thrown on the legal members of
making it into a workable measure; and I
personally am getting tired of assisting
in altering and framing Bills. Tt takes
up a considerable portion of one's
time, and it is the duty of the
Government to see that the measures
are properly da&fted. This particular Bill
will require altering altogrether, in
order to make it a suitable measure,
because, in addition to the points I have
called attention to, there are a number of
others. One hon. member has suggested
that some alteration might be mnade with
regard to lands in the North, but in the
wide range from Kimnberley to Eucla
there are hundreds of cases where blocks
will be found in the middle of pastoral
blocks. This Bill was brouight in for the
purpose of taxing absentees, and I cannot
see why on earth the Governent do not
confine themselves to that one object,
without bringing in residents of the
colony, who have borne all the hard-
ships, and worked and slaved here in
years, passed. These people have got all
their outside blocks fenced, and there
ought not to be any proposal to tax them.
in this absurd manner. I do not think
we should attempt to alter this Bill in
Committee, but throw it out altogether,
and let the Government at some future
time bring in a proper mneasure dealing
with absentees.

How. W. T. LOTON : There is not suf -
ficient absentees to make it worth while.

HON. IF. 1ff. STONE: A Bill to tax
absentees wonuld have my hearty support,
but I will not support a. Bill introduced
for the purpose of taing absentees,
while including persons who have no right.
whatever to be taxed.8

HON. F. T. CROWDER: M5embers of this
House will not tax themselves.

How. R. G. Euzoss: Yes, we are taxing
ourselves now.

How. W. T1. LOTON (geutral) : Hon.
members have pointed out many objec-
tions which can be raised to the Bfill, and
there are just one or twom points not
toucheat upon I should like to deal

'with. There is no doubt this Bill is
a Bill of faddists. Last session there
was a comprehensive Land Act passed,
which surely ought to be sufficient to
last for a few years, 'without adding to
it this session by a Bill of this kind. It
seems to me the Minister of Lands has i
his mind a class of people for whom lie
wantsi to find employment as valuators,
whose duty it will be to value the freehold
of every individual in the colony. And
who is to paiy for this valuation ? Why,
the people are to be asked to pay for the
valuation of a whole lot of land without
any necessity at all. Ia connection with
this valuation I would like to draw atten-
tion to Clause 6l, which is a very nice
little provision, setting forth that the
Minister may ac~zept the classification and
valuation of the landholder himself.
What does that leave the door open toP
A land owner would naturally place his
land at the lowest valuation, and the
clause opens the door to a great deal
of jobbery. The Bill bristles with
absurdities, and is of no practical value.
The legislation is not wanted, and if it
were in force even next year, this demand
for improved land causes people to
improve to the fullest extent. The
demand has been going on for years, and
is increasing continuously.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: They do not
improve it.

How. W. T. LOTON: They do fin-
prove it. There are very few estates
between Northamnpton Lnd. ](aanning or
Broome Hill that will be affected by a,
Bill of this kind. The bulk of the
estates are improved to the extent
required by this Bill; therefore, where is
the necessity for the Bill ? What is the
good of putting the people of the country
to the expense of having this land valuedI
for the sake of having a lot of people at
the beck and call of the Commissioner of
Crown landsP Without detaining tie
House further at the present stage, I
shall vote against the Bill.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (in
reply: I think Mr. Burges said he
agreed with the principle of the Bill, but
objected to the way in which it had been
brought in. Members connected with
agricultural and pastoral pursuits, or at
least the majority, have expressed opinions
adverse to the Bill at the present
moment, and one is bound to respect the

[COUNCIL] Second -reading.
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opinions of gentlemen who have extensive
knowledge of the subject upon which
they ave speaking; though I muist say I
do not think a good case has been mlade
out against the Bill. There are one or
two imperfections from the speakers' own
standpoint, but I fail to see that the Bill
will not accomplish the object sought.
It is thought the Bill will affect the
northern stations extensively, hut I dispute
that. Nearly the whole of the country
in the north is leasehold, and the Bill
will not affect the occupiers at all.
Mr. Richardson told us the blocks which
are freehold are already fenced, and, if
my reading of the Bill is correct, that is
a considerable part of the improvements
required.

HON. W. T. LOTON: Boundary fence
does not count.

THn COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
have read Clause 4, and it does not say so.

HoN. W. T. LOTON:- It is very badly
drawn.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
three shilligs expenditu-re is on first-class
land, whilst the expenditure on second-
class laud is only two shillings, and on
third-class land the expenditure is one
shilling.

HoN. R. Gf. BUsass: Poison land now
is sold by the Government at one shilling
an acre, and this is some of the same.

THrE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
improvements mentioned in the second
schedule are of such a nature that they
apply as well to the pastoral districts as
to agricultural districts. People can con-
struct reservoirs, wells, tanks, dams, sheds,
and so on. However, as I said before,
we are all bound to respect the opinions
of those who are to a large extent experts
on this question. At the same time, two
members in the House who are also cap-
able of giving a good opinion upon the
question, are in favour of the Bill going
into Committee.

HON. R. Gf. Bunous:- Name them.
TasE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It

is not right to mention the names. One
mnember has spoken on the subject, and the
other has left, or he would have spoken
partly, at any rate, in favour of the Bill.

HoN. RI. Gf. BURGES: We cannot
take that.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:- I
am sure the hon. member will take ray
word.

HoN. Rt. G. Bunors: I do not accept

Rof C. A. PinsE: I am in favour
ofthe principle of the Bill, but I ann also

in fa~vour of amendments.
Tas COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1

Pthink I may gather from the speech of
Mr. flurges the Bill would not affect a
large number of people, and that the
fines to be derived fromn the operation of
the Bill, if it became law, would not be
of great consequ~ence.

HoN. D. McKAY: Limit it to ab-
sentees, and then it, will be all right.

THu COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
has been repeated in this House, I think,
times out of number, that would be in-
terpreted to be class legislation at once,
and I do not think you could bring in a
Bill pure and simple to tax absentees.

HON. J, E. RICHARDSON:- What about
Clause 4?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
That is not taxing them only. I think
if that clause were passed into law it
would be very proper and just. There
are people absent from the colony who
have lands here which they are not
utilising, and they are not contributing to
the welfare of Western Australia in the
slightest degree, but are waiting, as I
said before, to take advantage of any
improvement in the colony and realise a
large price. I repeat they are doing
nothing, either by living here or in any
other way, to promote the welfareo of
this country, and I think it perfectly
justifiable an absentee should pay a fine
of fifty per cent. above tha.t inflicted
upon those residing in the colony. The
best course I can adopt, after hearing the
expression of Opinion all round, is to ask
leave to withdraw the Bill. I ask leave
to withdraw the Bill.

THE PIRESIDENT: Before I put that
question, does Mr. Burges withidraw his

Iamendment ?
HoNq. R. G. BURGES: No, sir.
HJON. J. W. HACK.ETT: Leave to with-

draw is always given.
HoN. U. 0. EtIRGES:- At the wish of

hon. members. I ask leave to withdraw
the amendment, on condition that the
Colonial Secretary withdraws the Bill.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawni.
Motion (for second reading), by leave.

withdrawn.

Rural lands Bill. [14 SEPTEMBER, 1899.]
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PERMANENT RESERVES BILt.

IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration resumed from 1 2thi Sep-
tember.

Clause 2-Certain reserves to be per-
iment until otherwise provided by a
special Act. Schedule:

HON. J. W. HACKETT moved that
the clause be struck out, and the follow-
ing inserted in lieu thereof :

Notwithstanding anything contained in
the Land Act, 1898, or any other Act dealing
with land of the Crown, it is hereby provided-

('.) Whenever the Governor bas reserved,
or may hereafter reserve to Her
Majesty, any leads of the Crown for
the purpose of parks, squares, or other-
wise for the embhellishmrent of towns,
or for the recreation or amusement of
the inhabitants, or for cemeteries, or
for any other public purpose, such
lands may, subject to such conditions
as may be expressed in the notice of
such reservation published in the
Governmeant Gazette, be classified as of
Class A, and if so classified shall for
ever remain dedicated to the purpose
declared in such notice until by an
Act in which such lands respectively

are specified, it is otherwise pro-
vided.

(2.) Whenever the Governor has reserved,
or may hereafter reserve to Her
Majesty, any lands of the Croiwn, and
such lands are not classified as Class
A, he may classify such lands as of
Class B, and on notifying such classi-
fication in the Government Gazette,
such lands shall remain reserved from
alienation or from being otherwise
dealt with, unless and until the
Governor shall cancel such reservation
by notice in the Government Gazette,
but in such ease the Minister for
Lands shalpresent a special report to
both Houses of Parliament setting
forth the masons for such cancel-
ltion, and the purposes to which it is

intended to devote the said lands, and
such report shall be made to both
Houses of Parliament within fourteen
days from the cancellation thereof if
Parliament be then in session, and if
not, then within fourteen days after
the commencement of the next session.

(3.) All other reserves made iunder the pro-
visions of Part 111. of the Land Act,
1898, shall be classified as of Class C.

The object of the amendment was to
divide the reserves into three classes, A,
B, and C. Class A would consist of
reserves of a vei-y special character, such
as the Park, the Perth Gardens, and mnn-
nicipal reserves, especially dedicated to
the people, and others of that class, and

these could only be touched by Act of
Parliament. Class B would consist of
reserves not so important as those of
class A, but which should be preserved
from the hands of the spoiler (he meant

Ithe Commissioner of Crown lands for
the time being), who miight otherwise
make ducks and drakes of them. These
reserves might be interfered with by the
Governor-in-Council, but the Commnis-
sioner of Crown Lands had to send a
special report as to why he touched them.
That meant there was a check placed
upon the Minister, inasmuch as he would
have to report to both Houses of Parlia-
ment what he had done. The public would
be able to take notice of it, and he would
know he would be called over the coals if
he acted improperly or inadvisedly. Class
C would consist of all other reserves made
under the provisions of Part I. of the
Land Act, 1898. There was another
paragraph to allow certain entry for
the purpose of making roads, adjusting
boundaries, and so on.

Horq. A. P. MATHESON: What
particular advantage would Parliament
derive from receiving, uder Sub-clause
2, the special report of the Minister of
Lands, because there seemed to be no
provision for Parliament to criticise or
exercise any option in the matter. If
Parliament, were debarred from expres.
sing an opinion, the report would seem to
be superfluous.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: At present the
Governor-in-Council, who really meant
the Minister of Lands, could do what he
liked, and his operations were almost
unnoticed; but under this sub-clause he
was bound to send in a special report,
giving reasons for his interference with a
reserve. If Parliament disapproved of
any step taken by the Minister, the ques-
tion would be raised in one or other of
the Houses of Parliament, and the matter
would reach the public. Interference
with reserves would, so to speak, be given
at prominent position in the eyes of the
public.

fox. A. P. MATHESON: But there
was no provision for the resolution of
either House being effectual. In the case
of by-laws which have to be laid on the
table of the House, there is a special pro-
vision for Parliament to express dissent
if desired.

Tun COLONIAL SnEEAR: Notalways.
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HON. A. P. MATHESON: At any
rate, ever since he had been in the House
he had always called attention to the mat-
ter, and had such a provision inserted in
the case of by-laws. On the last occasion
when he called attention to the point, he
was told that the Interpretation Act
would render such action unnecessary;
but the Interpretation Act would not
apply to the present case, and, if there
were no special provision, it would be a
waste of time to have the special report
sent on.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: If the object
of Mx-. Matheson were carried out, then
there need only be the first sub-clause,
under which the assent of the two Houses
of Parliament was necessary.

How. A. P. MkTHRSON: Then Sub-
clause 2 was a farce.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: It was not a
farce. No Minister would lightly tamper
with a reserve, if be knew his conduct
would be reviewed by Parliament, and
also made the subject of comment in the
public Press.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: The only
desire was to call attention to the point.

HON. C. A. PIESSE congratulaited
Mr Hackett on the amendment proposed,
which would put the matter of reserves
on a much better footing than before.
On the second reading he had suggested
it would be wise if country reserves were
so placed that they could not be altered
without reference to Parliament; but he
took it that Sub-clause 3 left these
reserves as at present.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: But reserves
under Sub-clause 3 could be put under
the other sub-clause by the Governor-rn-
Council.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause 3--Governor by proclamation

may add to schedule:
HON. J. W. HACKETT moved that

the clause be struck out, and the follow-
ing inserted in lieu thereof:

Nothing in this Act shall prevent the sur-
vey and declaration by the Governor of any
necessary roads and streets through or over
any such reserve; or, in the case of any such
reserve being made before the land is sur-
veyed, shall prevent the amendment of the
boundaries and area in such manner as may be
found necessary on survey, but so that the
total area shall not be reduced by more than
one-twentieth part thereof.

Amendment put and passed.

Schedule
HON. J. W. HACKETT moved that

the schedule be struck out.
Put and passed, and the schedule

struck out.
Preamble and titie-goreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and

report. adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY, the House adjourned at 8-30 p.m.,
until Wednesday, 20th September.

jA1gi Ia Ii I)t aAsC I VM
Thulrsday, 14th September, 1899.

Municipal Loars validation Bill, second r-eading; in
Committee, reported-Sale of Liquors .Amendmnent
Bill, Legislative Council's Amendments - Track
Bill, Le.satv Council's Aenadments-Customs
ConsolitiWon Bill, Legislative Council's Amend-
ments-Mamicipall Institutions Bill, in Committee,
Clauses 276 to 331, Division; progress - Patents,
Designs, and Trade Marks Bill, in Committee.
reported-Police Act Amendment Bill, second read-
ing resumed and conciuded.-Adjourarment.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

MUNICIPAL LOANS VALIDATION BILL.

SECOND HEADING.

TUE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir John
Forrest), in moving the second reading,
said: The object of the Bill, as far as
the Governmnent arc concerned, is to
validate at loan which the East Fremnantle
municipality desire to negotiate. It ap-
pears that the municipality have taken
alD the necessary steps required by the
Municipal Institutions Act and by the
amending Act passed last year; but


